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FY 22/23 In Review 

117 New Members 

from 1st April 2022 

to 31st March 2023 

220 Women & Girls 

21.6% of total  

membership base 

1,198mm 

Rainfall  

01/04/22 to 

31/3/2023 

702 Club Advantage Rounds at BGC 

227 from Mt Osmond  121 from The Vines 

146 from Flagstaff Hill  112 from TTG 

96 from West Lakes 

1,017 Total 

Members as of 

31st March 2023 

53,165 Rounds 

played between 

01/04/22 to 

31/03/23 

45,195 Member 

Rounds 

Operating surplus of 

$265,969 for 1 April 22 

to 31 March 2023  

& replaced $83,707 of 

Plant & Equipment  

Stage Two of  

Clubhouse  

Redevelopment  

70  

Junior 

Members 

State Govt. 

Grant  

received for 

Solar Energy 

Project, 

Completed 
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Annual Report  

There have been several substantial developments at our Club over the past 
twelve months, mainly as a result of having to address the significant risks 
associated with an ageing irrigation system. At the January 2023 Special 
General Meeting, membership voted to upgrade the irrigation system over a 
four year period at a cost including contingencies of $1.9 million. 
Membership also voted to moderate the planned Clubhouse redevelopment 
by reducing the budget for the project from $575,000 to $250,000. The 
irrigation upgrade and Clubhouse redevelopment have involved considerable 
planning and organisation and are now well underway. In addition there has 
been the need to commence the first of a program of drainage works for 
various sections of the course.  
 
Thank you to all our members who have been remarkably patient and tolerant given the disruption to 
the usual course and locker room conditions. 
 
In April this year, our Club became the third Club in South Australia to become a signatory of the R&A’s 
Women in Golf Charter. The Charter aims to enable more women and girls to maximise their potential 
at all levels of the sport. By becoming a signatory, the Club has indicated its commitment to improving 
the sport for women and girls. 
 
Key achievements in 2022-2023 include:  

• Commencing Stage 1 of a $1.7 million Course Irrigation Upgrade, holes 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 

• Commencement of Stage 2 of the Clubhouse Redevelopment including upgrading the Men’s 
Locker Room, installing new lockers in the men’s and women’s and refurbishing the accessible 
toilet.  

• Returning an operating surplus for the period of $265,969. 

• Welcoming 117 new members to the Golf Club. 

• Increasing the number of juniors from 45 to 70. 

• Launching a Girls Scholarships Program through the Australian Golf Foundation. 

• Introducing a flexible “Lifestyle Membership” option 

• Introducing the MiScore App for all members to use at the BGC. 

• Signing a 40 year lease agreement with NBN for leasing land for the NBN Tower. 

• Completing and starting to implement a Course Improvement Plan 2023-2027 including drainage 
on the 18th fairway, 1st and 10th tees and the Practice Hitting Area. 

• Undertaking substantial maintenance of the Clubhouse both inside and out including new 
guttering above the Sprig Bar and refurbishing the Sprig Bar. 

• Installing a new solar system, replacing all Clubhouse lighting with LED, and upgrading the 
Clubhouse HWS resulting in an average power usage decrease of 141kwh/ day. 

• Introducing an Outstanding Volunteer Award and an Annual Volunteer Thank You Function. 

• Establishing a BGC Memorial Wall to commemorate former members. 

• Erecting a new shed to store golf equipment used in the Club’s MyGolf and Get into Golf programs.  

• Revamping the members section of the website. 

• Involving the Club in the South Australian Living Artists (SALA) Festival. 

• Conducting a successful Twilight competition and other social events  

• Successfully introducing Friday Nine and Dine in the summer months which attracted local 
community members. 

• Installing a coffee vending machine so members can enjoy a beverage before their round. 
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Many of these achievements have been possible because of the involvement of members who are not 
on the Committee of Management (CoM) and these members have been acknowledged throughout 
this report.  
 

Finance Report 

The 2023 Financial Year was another successful one for the Club, achieving an operating surplus of 

circa $266,000 ($178,000 less Building Levy, against a forecast of $180,000). 

Memberships increased by 117 new members during the year against a forecast of 103, resulting in a 

final figure of 1,017 members, slightly down on the 2022 figure of 1,029. This decrease was expected 

given the increase in golf participation during the peak COVID years. Maintaining membership 

numbers over 1,000 is a good result and has resulted in subscription income exceeding forecast for 

the year. 

Unusually inclement weather during August and September impacted bar and catering sales although 

this was slightly mitigated by a reduction in staff costs and a decrease in cost of sales. The kitchen 

continues to run at a deficit each year. The Club has established a working group to undertake a review 

of the kitchen and provide recommendations to improve cost-effectiveness.  

Income from golfing activities was also below forecast during months impacted by weather but 

rebounded strongly over summer.  

Major asset purchases for the year included improved IT and security systems, replacement kitchen 

dishwasher, an air conditioner in the Sprig Bar and an excavator for the course. Repairs and 

maintenance to the Clubhouse included plumbing for the grease arrestor and works on the roof and 

guttering to prevent the ongoing water leaks that were observed when raining.  

The first stage of the Clubhouse redevelopment was initiated, with $39,000 spent on the Buggy Store 

and Locker Redevelopment. The second stage has commenced with expenses to come in 2024.  

The Club received a grant of $38,400 which was used to improve solar/green energy output and 

reduce energy usage. This will benefit the Club in the long-term in the form of reduced energy costs.  

The Capital Works Fund raised $76,000 over the year, with the balance now sitting at $144,000.  

Currently the Club’s cash position remains comfortably in surplus and medium-term cash investments 

have been established to improve the return on unutilised funds.  The ongoing Clubhouse 

redevelopment and major irrigation works being under-taken during 2023/24 are a substantial cost 

that will result in the utilisation of the Line of Credit facility in the second half of 2023. It is forecast 

that this will return to surplus during the 2024 subscription period.   

A Financial Advisory Panel was established to undertake a detailed analysis of the Club’s finances and 

develop a recommendation for the funding of the irrigation upgrade to put to members at the January 

Special General Meeting. Thank you to members Steve Flanagan, Peter Mullins, Bill Baker and Lee 

Craker for the comprehensive amount of work undertaken to develop a five year financial plan to 

enable the replacement of the course irrigation system.  

Thank you also to Andrew Young and Steve Flanagan, members of the Jackson House Steering 

Committee, who are undertaking the task of preparing for the sale of the Jackson House property. 
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Course Report 

Over the last 18 months the Course Sub Committee has worked diligently to develop the Course 

Improvement Plan (CIP) (on the BGC website- members area).  The CIP outlines several projects for 

the near future to improve the playability and aesthetics of our wonderful course and surrounding 

environment. 

Most notably the two main projects are the irrigation and drainage works, which will be ongoing in 

the coming years. The ultimate hope for this important work is that our Golf Course will be playable 

all year round. This year has highlighted the clear need for more and improved drainage during the 

winter months with record rainfall in June 

(260mm). We are very fortunate to have a 

great water supply and the irrigation works will 

ensure that the Golf Course is in immaculate 

condition during the summer months. Later 

this year Stage 1 of the Irrigation work will be 

completed (Holes 11 – 14) and sections of Stage 

2 will commence soon to run a main irrigation 

line back to the Greenkeepers’ shed, where the 

main controls will be located. Adam Gunn, 

Project Manager and Club member, has 

managed to keep the project on track under 

very trying conditions throughout winter. The 

work of the Irrigation Project Steering 

Committee in overseeing the project is 

acknowledged. 

The CIP also outlines other important work to 

be undertaken with tee block and walking path 

improvements. In addition to playing areas, the 

CIP also outlines planned improvements for the 

practice facilities. This will include refurbished 

practice nets and artificial turf replacement on 

the practice hitting strip. 

The greens nursery has been redeveloped this year and will provide ample replacement grass as 

required. 

Thank you to members for their feedback regarding the bunker rake holder trial which was completed 

this year. The Course Sub Committee decided after the trial that the holders were not adding any 

benefit to the bunkers being raked, could be a trip hazard and detracted from the natural environment 

surrounding the course. In the next few months new rake heads will be purchased to replace the 

current style which tends to pull sand back when raking. Hopefully all players will find the new style 

much easier to use.  

Another important aspect of the CIP is caring for the environment. A lot of research has been 

undertaken to select the appropriate species of vegetation to complement the natural environment 

and these plantings will be ongoing. 
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Once again, we sincerely thank our loyal course volunteers who assist our course staff in presenting 

the golf course to a high standard. Thanks also to our Course Beautification Group coordinated by Bill 

Mitchell and David Lewis. This group continues to ensure our Clubhouse surrounds are always well 

presented. Our volunteers have continued to undertake a variety of jobs, which frees up valuable time 

for our course staff. As always, the Club is seeking more volunteers to help on course. When you see 

them on the course or around the Clubhouse please express your gratitude to these wonderful people 

giving generously of their time for the benefit of all members. 

 

House Report 

Following the decision to significantly reduce the budget for the upgrade of the locker rooms it was 
decided to concentrate on the dry areas in the men’s in the first instance. In addition the Accessible 
toilet is being refurbished and new lockers installed in the men’s and the women’s locker rooms. Work 
on the men’s commenced in July and includes repainting, new carpet, lighting, vanities, frosted glass 
doors in to the shower area and ottomans. 
 
Early in 2022, after a successful grant application, the Club received $38,400 from the South Australian 
Government through its Infrastructure Projects Grants Scheme - Community Recreation and Sports 
Facility Program. A condition of the grant was a co-contribution by the Blackwood Golf Club. A Solar 
and Sustainable Energy Project Advisory Group was established to ensure the nearly $76,800 budget 
was utilised in the most effective way possible to reduce the energy usage by the Club and to 
ultimately reduce power costs.  
 
As a result of the work of this group the following has been achieved; 

• Existing solar panels on the Clubhouse were replaced. The new PV system is made up of 108 
No 370W panels, matched to a 30kW inverter. The export capacity is limited to 15kW. The 
system was completed and commissioned at the end of November 2022. The new instalment 
will result in a saving of about 64kWh/day.  

• Clubhouse and greenkeeper shed lighting was converted to LED. This included converting 
more than 360 lights in the Clubhouse to LED. The original lighting throughout the Clubhouse 
comprised a mixture of fluorescent (mostly with magnetic ballasts), incandescent, and 
halogen lamps. The LED replacement will result in a saving of about 32 kWh/day. 

• Our ageing hot water system, including 3 hot water tanks, was replaced with a more efficient 
Reclaim Energy hot water heat pump system including 2 x 400 litre tanks. The new system 
comprises two 2.5kW heat pump units (each producing 5kW of heat energy) using CO2 as the 
refrigerant. The tariff structure that the Golf Club are now contracted to has no “off-peak” 
rate, so the water heaters are scheduled to operate during the predicted time of use. The new 
system was commissioned on 27th April 2023. The new HWS will result in saving of about 45 
kWh/day. 

 
Thanks and appreciation to David Byrne, Sadik Hurem, Paul Whatnell and John Bray for the time, 
commitment, knowledge and expertise afforded to this important project which ensures substantial 
savings on energy costs over the next fifteen to twenty years. 
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Sprig Bar 
The Sprig Bar has received a much needed refurbishment which included removing the wood burner 
and plinth, repairing the ceiling including replacing damaged ceiling tiles, new lighting, new carpet and 
painting.  
 
Roof 
Minor work on the Clubhouse roof continues. This year the guttering on part of the original 1963 Sprig 
Bar roof was installed and repairs made over the General Manager’s Office and the Sprig Bar including 
replacing sarking. 
 
Appreciation and a big thank you to John Bray, Glenn Agars, and Con Katsaros for their significant 
contribution on the Clubhouse Redevelopment Sub Committee and for their efforts in oversighting a 
range of maintenance tasks and projects throughout the year.  
 
 

Match & Captain’s Report     

 
Playing a round of golf at Blackwood continues to be popular with members 
and visitors alike. There was a total of 53,165 rounds played on our course in 
the period 1/4/22 to 31/3/2023, slightly down from last season. The most 
likely reason for member rounds being lower was the return of interstate and 
overseas travel after the impact of COVID. 

Visitor rounds generated $124,900 in income which is a valuable source of 
funding to support the course and facility improvements for our Club. 

Our members played a total of 510 rounds at our Advantage Card affiliated 
Clubs during the season and in return we had 702 Advantage Card players 
visit Blackwood to play with the most visitors coming from Mt Osmond (227). 

Pennant  

A big thanks to all the men and women who represented our Club throughout the year with great 
spirit and commitment. They were strongly supported by their caddies and many other Club members 
who ventured out to support the teams. The Club fielded men’s teams in A2, B1 and Senior Pennants 
whilst the women had strong representation across 6 teams (including Hickory).  A summary of the 
women’s season is included later in the Report.   
 
The A2 Men started the year slowly but rallied later in the season to challenge for a position in the 
finals. In the last minor round battle the winner between Blackwood and Mt Osmond would progress 
to the finals. Unfortunately, in a cold and blustery day at Penfield, Mt Osmond prevailed and 
subsequently went on to win the pennant flag. Close but not quite there this year, but the team was 
very competitive and developed well during the season. 
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Rob Penny and Chris Lemm were at the helm with the B2 side during what was a very good season for 
a developing squad. With several new members to Blackwood Pennants, they did really well to make 
the pennant semi-final after a comprehensive 6 and a half win over The Stirling at Riverside. We then 

played Thaxted Park at The 
Stirling and after a tense struggle 
and three games it all came down 
to the 18th where a chip in birdie 
saw Thaxted through to the final. 
Thaxted also went on to win the 
final the following week. The 
photo below was taken at 
Riverside after the B2 had made it 
to the semi-final. A number of A2 
players were also there in 
support. 

 
 
 
Both the A2 and B2 teams represented our Club well and I look forward to both teams doing well next 
year. The development shown, the enthusiasm and support for each other was something that will 
surely lead to success in the near future. 
 
The defending Senior Men’s Pennants had another good season. A big thank you to all the Blackwood 
Members who represented the Club proudly during the season and a special mention to Chris Claxton 
for his support to our senior pennant players. 
 

Senior Order of Merit (SOOM)  

Whilst the Blackwood Senior Order of Merit event was impacted to some degree by COVID it was still 

a very successful event as the opener to the South Australian SOOM season. With strong fields in both 

the Men’s and Women’s events it was pleasing to see many Blackwood members figure prominently 

in the results. Thanks to the event team, our administration staff and helpers on the day who 

contributed so much to make this event such a success. 

 

Men’s Golf 

Ben Tobin was our 2023 Men’s Club Champion for 2023. After qualifying in 6th position, Ben finished 
off the season in strong form and played some outstanding golf in the final to prevail over a 
determined Peter Hopkins.  A second win for Ben in this major event following up his success back in 
2020.  

 
During the qualifying 
rounds Mathew Monsma 
prevailed to win his first 
McTaggart Cup with some 
exceptional golf over the 
36 holes. 
 
The Senior Club 
Championship saw Nigel 
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Turner go back-to-back after a challenging game against first time finalist Andrew Romeo. Well done 
to both players. 
 
Congratulations also to the Grade Club Champions, previous finalist Jason Mudge in the A Grade Cup, 
Andrew Lewis went one better after being runner-up last year in the B Grade Championship with 
newcomer Oska Wyness holding the C Grade Trophy aloft for the first time. 
 
 

Summer Cup 

Another challenging Club event is the Infitech Summer Cup kindly 
sponsored again this year by David and Colleen Tonkin.  To succeed in 
this event the winner has to battle their way through 6 rounds of 
handicap match play.  Well done to both Phil Donaldson (right of 
picture) and Phil Lewis for making it through to the last game. On 
similar handicaps and after a tense final that was played in very good 
spirit, Phil Donaldson was successful on the 18th hole making a very 
rare back to back win in the Summer Cup an exceptionally difficult 
event to win once let alone two years running.  
 
 
 

Handiskins 

The Handiskins Event has become a very popular part of the 
Club calendar with both open and women’s competitions 
being held.  The best four golfers after 5 Stableford rounds 
(best 3 to count) go into a skins format final where they have 
the opportunity to play for up to $1200 in Club vouchers.  In 
the Saturday Handiskins competition final this season (from 
left to right in the picture) Brad Harrison, George Stagakis, Ben 
Tobin and Brian Pescud had an entertaining battle played out 
in good humour.  George came home strongly taking the 
majority of the prize pool on the 18th hole after the money had 
jackpotted for several holes. George, Brad and Ben also 
ventured to the Handiskins National Final at Royal Pines. 
 

 

Weekday Golfer of the Year  

This season saw the third year of the Weekday Golfer of the Year. The competition was introduced 

recognising there was no annual perpetual trophy for week day golfers. This is open to both men and 

women golfers who play any 18-hole comp on any weekday. This year saw Nigel Madden the winner 

closely edging out Tim O’Leary on countback. Well done to both members who collected votes over a 

number of weeks during the year.  
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Women’s Golf 

The Women’s Club Championship 2023 was won by 17-year-old Armani Marsters for the second year 
in a row. Angela Masters and Rosemary Underwood combined well to win the Club Foursomes in 
2022. 

Once again, six teams were 
involved in the Pennant, 
Cleek and Hickory season 
this year, more than any 
other Club. Our Cleek 1 
and Hickory teams both 
made it to the finals. 

Blackwood continued the 
tradition of exchanges and 
friendly challenges with 

several local Clubs including Aston Hills, Flagstaff Hill, Glenelg, Royal Adelaide, Thaxted Park, The 
Grange, The Vines, Westward Ho and Willunga. Our teams were victorious in the Blackwood Grange 
Challenge, Nomads versus RAGC as well as The Vines, and won the Woodbark Trophy for the fourth 
consecutive year. Blackwood won the Metropolitan Southern Zone team event, helped by Steph 
Mathews winning the individual A grade trophy and Nicky Govan taking home the B grade cup. 

Our golf development program for women continued to deliver coaching clinics for our teams as well 
as support for the Get into Golf program with “on course” introductions. This year a well-supported 
Play Better Golf program was introduced to increase the skills of all players who have moved beyond 
the Get Into Golf stage. A series of clinics was organised as well as information sessions on topics such 
as etiquette, understanding the various competitions and more on the rules of golf. The program will 
recommence in the warmer months utilising the new booking Lesson & Clinics menu. 

The Women’s Committee organised a series of fun events during the year including the Lila Gogler 
Pink Day which raised $876 for Tee off for Breast Cancer Trials. Through raffles and hand-made card 
sales, $2000 was raised to kick-start the project to upgrade the Club’s practice nets. 

 

SA Senior Order of Merit (Women)  

Blackwood continued to lead from the front in the Senior Order of Merit (SOOM) in 2022. 
Congratulations to Angela Masters who was not only an active promoter of the series, but finished as 
runner-up in the Best Gross and the Best Nett for the season. 
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Handiskins 

Angela Gardner, Angela Masters, Susan Seja and Jane Linde 
(pictured right) rose to the top of the Handiskins leader 
board and took part in the women’s Handiskins final early 
in December. There was some great golf played in friendly 
rivalry, where all the players shared in the $600 worth of 
“skins”. Susan Seja was the overall winner. Angela Masters 
and Angela Gardner went on to participate in the 
Handiskins National Final at Royal Pines on the Gold Coast. 

 

Scramble 

The women’s Scramble Ambrose event was held in awful weather conditions in September and won 
by Jane Conn, Sally Graham, Kaye Wallace and Hellen Wilson by just half a shot. They went on to 
represent our Club in the regional final at Blackwood Golf Club in October. 

Junior Golf 

MyGolf continues to attract healthy numbers of young golfers to Blackwood Golf Club. Five MyGolf 
clinics and four School Holiday clinics have been conducted since April 2022. 

The Club has also become a girl’s scholarship golf hub in the Adelaide Hills as part of the Australian 
Golf Foundation Junior Golf Girl’s Golf Scholarship program with two girls coming from Murray Bridge 
and another from Mt Barker. The group of six girls have attended 10 clinics held since January and 
attained handicaps with the intention of playing with women members on a Sunday morning. We had 
70 junior members at the close of the 2022/2023 membership year. 

 

The Junior Subcommittee has achieved the following outcomes: 

• A 10 strong MyGolf Junior League playing at various courses during November and October in 
2022 coming second in the Hills group. 

• 8 juniors played in the qualifying rounds for the Junior Championship this year. The Junior 
Champion for 2023 was Henry Dunk. 

• Blackwood’s annual Junior Challenge event was won by Kitana Marsters with four Juniors 
playing in this 18 hole stableford event. 

• A golf equipment shed has been erected near the practice nets, with the help of member Peter 
Brown, to store the growing amount of equipment acquired by the Club. 
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Acknowledgments 

In summary of my term as Captain for 2023, I would be remiss not to thank our General Manager 
Daniel along with Mark and Joanne for assisting me throughout the year with golf operations.   

In particular Joanne, with her extensive golf knowledge/experience, has been instrumental in setting 
up our normal and major competitions, assisting with results and cheerfully providing me with 
administration support, statistics and other Reports that have made my task as Captain much easier. 

Our Women’s Captain, Jane Greening has worked tirelessly in organising and overseeing an extensive 
Women’s Golf program. I thank her for her enthusiasm, commitment and effectiveness in providing 
the women with such a wide-ranging golfing experience.  

Wendy Turner and the Junior Committee have worked tirelessly in the junior golf area and alongside 
our dedicated Club professional, Matthew Dent, they continue to provide wonderful opportunities for 
young and developing golfers. On behalf of Match and the Blackwood Golf Club we thank you for the 
work you are doing in this very important part of our golfing operations. 

Without a golf course we have no golf operations, to this end we are fortunate in having a dedicated 
Course Superintendent and green keeping team. Thank you Steve Pellatt and the rest of the team for 
the many hours work that goes into making Blackwood one of the best if not the best course outside 
the major metropolitan Clubs. We are fortunate to have this team to look after that wonderful patch 
of land that we all enjoy so much. 

Thank you to all of the Match Committee for the time and input they have provided in helping run golf 

operations throughout the year.  

I look forward to 2023/24 with great optimism for the future of our Club. 

Peter Schapel 
Club Captain 
 

Marketing, Membership and Communication 

Report  

Much has been achieved over the last twelve months by the Marketing, Membership and 
Communication Sub Committee. 

In financial year April 2022-March 2023, the Club welcomed 117 new members.  

The Marketing Committee promotes the Club in many ways through print advertising, targeted 
Facebook boosts, Instagram, website, signage, Get-into-Golf & My Golf Programs and events held at 
the Club. These promotional avenues are successful in promoting the Golf Club and attracting visitors 
and potential new members. The greatest percentage of new members joining the Club are 
introduced to the Club by our existing members be it a friend or family member. Our members 
continue to be our most effective promotional tool. 

In August 2022 our 2nd SALA Exhibition “Swing into Art”, was organised in partnership with the 
Blackwood Rotary Club. Rotary’s generosity, and the assistance provided by Graham Lough, member 
of both Clubs, played a crucial role in the success of the event. There were lots of visitors to the 
exhibition and many extra lunch bookings. Artist and member Kathy Saint exhibited a stunning picture 
of the Golf Club, which was purchased by member Mal Merchant and kindly donated to the Club. 
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(Some of the artists from the left)  Helen Rice, Brenda Mitchell, Raelene Newton, Paula White, Russell 
Boyd, Margo Willson & Kathy Saint. 

 

Four social golf events were organised by the Marketing Sub Committee during the year, the 
Grounded Cru Ambrose, Melbourne Cup Day, Australia Day and the Birthday Waltz. These events are 
always popular and well patronised. Volunteer help is essential in delivering these events and our 
members have consistently shown they are always willing to assist. Our office staff are of great support 
as is our Professional who donates numerous prizes throughout the year. A big thank you to our 
Sponsors of these events – Grounded Cru, Jericho Wines, Explorer Caravans and Infitech. 

The monthly Friday night Nine & Dine evenings held during summer months and culminating with the 
St Patrick’s Day dinner were very well patronised by members and also attracted many local 
community members to our Club bistro. Connecting the Club to the local community and attracting 
residents, their families and friends to the Club is a strategy the Club continues to work on. 

Our key communication with members is through the monthly newsletter Between the Greens and a 

big thank you is extended to Editor in Chief Kerrin Falconer who oversees this huge task which at times 

must feel like herding cats. 

The Marketing, Membership and Communication Sub Committee of Kerrin Falconer, Rob Penny, 

Heather Duke Campbell and June Young are acknowledged for their determined and energetic efforts 

over the year.  
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Social Report 

The Social Committee planned and organised the popular Twilight Season 2022-2023.  
 
Twilight season consisted of 17 rounds followed by the End of Season prize night. A total of 1433 
rounds (581 women & 852 men) were played this season and the weekly average was 84 players. The 
highest number of players on one night was 117 and 254 people played at least one round. 
 
The highest weekly score, winning the Ruth & Trevor Sprigg Perpetual Trophy, was  
Karen Ahrens with 27 points & Ravi Sathananthan with 26 
points (pictured right).  
 
The Member’s Jackpot, awarded to a person who played, or 
a member present on any night provided $3,500 in prizes. 
Ravi Sathananthan won the biggest jackpot of $1400. 
 
Bar and kitchen staff were fantastic in making every twilight 
special and the support from Jo Buchanan in the office 
throughout the season was much appreciated.  
 
Special thanks to all of the sponsors who made the Twilight 
Season so successful; Blackwood & Belair Conveyancing, 
Brilliant SA, Grounded Cru Wines, Hedonist Wines, Eagle & 
the Fool Wines, Cellarbrations Blackwood, Unley Meats, 
Bracegirdle Blackwood, Bridgestone Golf, Matt Dent, and 
Snazzi Boutique Blackwood. 
 
Many thanks to the Social Committee - Julie Guerin, Louise Warne, Craig Matiske, Pam Mills and Lyn 
Wright for time and effort they contributed to deliver such a successful Twilight Season.  

 

In appreciation 

In May 2023 more than 100 members were invited 
to the inaugural Volunteer Thank You function. 
This number of volunteers is testament to the 
willingness of so many of our members to assist 
and support the Club in its endeavours. All 
contributions by volunteers serve to make the 
Club operate more efficiently and cost effectively. 
Four of our members Bruce Anderson (who passed 
away in December 2022), Ray Kotz, Christabel 
Hayes and Geoff Couch (pictured left) were 
recognised this year for their outstanding 
volunteer contribution to the Club. An 
Outstanding Volunteer Honour Board was 
installed within the Clubhouse and will continue to 
serve as a reminder to the extra ordinary 
contribution these members have made. To every 
volunteer heartfelt thanks for the contribution you 

have made to the Club over the past twelve months 
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Much of the volunteering contribution is associated with key projects and has involved groups of 
members often working alongside CoM members and staff. These groups have included the Course 
Beautification Group, Financial Advisory Panel, Clubhouse Redevelopment Sub Committee, Irrigation 
Project Steering Committee and the Jackson House Steering Committee. The sheer volume and quality 
of work undertaken by these groups and the contribution to the present and future Club operations 
is difficult to quantify. Thanks are extended to everyone involved in these groups.  
 
Additionally I would like to thank the following members for their contributions throughout the year: 

• Hamish McDonald (O’Loughlin’s Lawyers) for providing legal advice on a range of issues 

• Jane Greening for reviewing and upgrading the Club’s website 

• Elaine Pittwood for assisting with the safe storage of member and Club information 
 
It was unfortunate the Club was not able to celebrate its 90th year in 2020 because of the COVID 
pandemic. Blackwood Golf Club has a wonderful history and as we head for our 100th year in 2030 a 
History Group has been formed to commence the task of ensuring all Club memorabilia, historical 
documents and memories are together and accessible. Thank you to all members of the History Group 
who have already commenced this challenging task. 
 
Thank you to all of our sponsors who provide an important source of funding and often additional 
contributions for golfing and social events throughout the year. 
 
Matt Dent celebrated his 20th year as the Blackwood Golf Club professional making him by far its 
longest serving professional. Matt and his staff continue to provide our members and visitors with a 
quality well stocked golf shop, excellent golf lessons and coaching and the highest level of customer 
service.  
 
Our staff provide the underlying challenging work required to keep the golf Club operating and 
meeting the expectations of members 364 days of the year. We thank our General Manager Daniel 
Loveridge and all of our staff for their work, support, assistance and contribution to the list of the 
Club’s achievements over the past year. 
 
Women’s membership continues to grow and thrive and the Club arguably offers the most 
comprehensive women’s golf program in South Australia. This is an absolute credit to the Women’s 
Golf Sub–Committee led by Chair Sue Johns and Captain Jane Greening.  
 
Having the responsibility to deliver a golfing program for over 1000 members is a substantial 
undertaking as can be evidenced from the Match Report. Thank you to Club Captain Peter Schapel for 
the countless number of hours he contributes to providing our members and golfing visitors with a 
wide-ranging, all-inclusive golf program.  
 
The CoM and all of its Sub Committees have worked determinedly throughout 2022-2023 to provide 
our members and visitors with a high quality golfing experience. The extremely wet winter and the 
implementation of some substantial course and Clubhouse projects has had an impact on delivering 
this vision, however it does not detract from the huge amount of work completed by CoM and Sub 
Committees members. Our CoM Secretary Malcolm Downie has played a pivotal role and had 
substantial input into many aspects of the year’s activities and his efforts are acknowledged. To 
everyone on these Committees, thank you for your generous contribution throughout the year.  
 
Helen Aylett and Nicky Govan will not be nominating for the next CoM. Helen has served for 6 years 
and Nicky for 4 years. Their contribution over this time has been substantial. Both Helen and Nicky 



 

16 
 

have been involved with a range of initiatives which have had and will continue to have a long legacy 
at the Club. These include but are not limited to marketing and promotion of the golf Club; establishing 
MyGolf and affordable junior membership, engaging with the local community, maintenance and 
development of the course and Clubhouse; financial planning and general governance. Their strategic 
and very proactive approach, essential in this Club as a member of the CoM, will be greatly missed. 
Their energy, enthusiasm, work ethic, passion and commitment for the golf Club has been much 
appreciated. 
 
To all of our members, thank you for your understanding related to the various projects underway at 
the Club. Every attempt has been and will continue to be made to keep you informed about these 
projects and to minimise the disruption to your enjoyment of the course and Clubhouse over the next 
year.  
 
A great deal has been achieved in 2022-2023 however there are always new challenges and aspirations 
for a golf Club. Our 2023-2028 Strategic Plan will outline how the CoM will undertake these challenges 
and deliver on the aspirations. A key focus over the next five years will be working towards a golf 
course which is playable all year round. A new irrigation system within four years and an ongoing 
drainage program will help the Club move towards achieving this goal. Completion of the locker rooms 
upgrade as originally planned is anticipated within the next three to five years and will be dependent 
on the outcome of the sale of the Jackson House property and other factors influencing the Club’s 
finances. Increasing our membership base is a key way of improving our financial position and will 
continue to be a priority with a special focus on increasing the number of women and juniors. The 
2023-2028 Strategic Plan will soon be completed and made available to members. 
 
In 2023-2024 we will continue to work on delivering improvements to all aspects of the golf Club with 
the objective of enhancing the golfing experience for members on and off the golf course.  
 
 
Chris Lemm 
President  
 
 
 
 

Major Event Winners 

Men’s Club Championships and Trophy Winners 

Year Competition Winner Runner Up 

2023 Club Championships - Open  Ben Tobin Peter Hopkins 

2023 Club Championships - A grade Jason Mudge Steve Sanders 

2023 Club Championships - B grade Andrew Lewis Ian White 

2023 Club Championships - C grade Oska Wyness Nick Bilby 

2022 McTaggart Cup Mathew Monsma  

2023 Senior Club Champion Nigel Turner Andrew Romeo  

2023 Captain’s Eclectic Trophy Mathew Monsma  
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Year Competition Winner Runner Up 

2023 Infitech Summer Cup Phil Donaldson Phil Lewis  

2023 Doug Wade Trophy Robert Penny  

2022 Foursomes Championships Ty Watson & Adam 

Morris 

 

2022 President's Trophy Damian Tapp  

2022 Vice-Captain's Trophy  Kevin Woodward  

2022 Vice-President's Trophy Dennis Eaton  

2022 Haddrick Putter Ben Tobin  

2022 Dr A W Campbell Trophy Peter Schapel  

2022 Patron's Cup Will Fry  

2022 Wilf Nicolle Trophy Richard Stone  

2022 G R Wood Trophy Ben Tobin  

2022 Dr F C Archibald Trophy Peter Stephens  

2022 Rod Kirkby Veterans’ Cup Peter Maddigan  

2022 Doug Richardson Super Veterans’ 

Trophy 
Russell Boyd  

 

 

Women’s Club Championships and Trophy Winners 

Year Competition Winner Runner Up 

2023 Club Championships - Open Armani Marsters Gale Macpherson 

2023 Club Championships - A grade Asia Marsters Gundi Holzer 

2023 Club Championships - B grade Nicky Govan Kerrin Falconer 

2023 Club Championships - C grade Sylvia Falconer Jill Walter 

2023 Sportswomen’s Trophy Ali Aitchison Helen Goodwin 

2023 Captain’s Prize Helen Brauer Kaye Wallace 

2023 Joan Tregenza Summer Bowl Carolyn Bradbrook 

 

2023 Shylie Rymill Handicap 

Foursomes 

Marg Rawlinson & 

Angela Gardner 

Donna Cheesman & 

Vicky Nimmo 

2022 Foursomes Championships - A 

Grade 

Angela Masters & 

Rosemary 

Underwood 

Gundi Holzer & Paula 

White 

2022 Foursomes Championships - B 

Grade 

Jane Conn & Kaye 

Wallace 

Brenda Mitchell & 

Prue Frazer 
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Year Competition Winner Runner Up 

2022 Foursomes Championships - C 

Grade 

Joan Cadd & Heather 

Duke-Campbell 

Ali Aitchison & Erica 

Griffin 

2022 Joan Leek Memorial Trophy  Angela Masters & 

Rosemary 

Underwood 

 

2022 International Bowl – Bronze 

(Tuesday) 
Janet Foale Brenda Mitchell 

2022 International Bowl – Silver 

(Tuesday) 

Sue Scarfe Lynne Kennedy 

2022 International Bowl - Bronze 

(Sunday) 

Jude Brown Jane Greening 

2022 International Bowl - Silver 

(Sunday) 

Lynne Kennedy Pam Withers 

2022 Laurel Wreath Nicky Govan Angela Masters 

2022 Gwenda Wade Trophy Julie Francis Bronie Buckley 

2022 Ivy Dennis Handicap Foursomes Julie Wheeler & Prue 

Frazer 
Dianne Cottrell & 

Nicky Govan 

2022 Joy Ding Putting Trophy Kaye Lewis Paula White 

2022 Marjorie Jolly Blackwood Medal Janine Edwards Kaye Lewis 

2022 Myra St John-Sweeting Memorial 

Trophy 

Kathy Smith Vicki Nimmo  

2022 Personal Performance Trophy Vicki Nimmo 

 

2022 Senior Veteran’s Prize Helen Brown 

 

2022 Senior Women’s Trophy Bronie Buckley Angela Masters 

2022 Tasman Bowl Pam Withers Jane Greening 

2022 Saturday Women's Trophy Gale Macpherson 

 

2022 Deverson Cup (Saturday) Angela Masters Sandy Duncan 

2022 Avondale Trophy (Sunday) Jane Greening Jan van Wyk 

2022 Margaret Hollis Cup (Sunday) Barbara Dickens Trish White 

2022 Puss Campbell Trophy (Sunday) Sue Johns Susan Seja 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

19 
 

 

50 year Anniversary  

All the members below have been with the Club for 50 or more years. We thank them for their loyalty 

to our Club. 

50+ Years as of 31/03/24 

Name  Join Date 

Colin Wade 6/05/1958 

Geoff Kamm 1/07/1961 

Ted Wohling 1/07/1961 

Ian Johnson 6/05/1962 

Graham Ding 8/01/1966 

Chris Nilsson 10/01/1966 

John Walter 23/02/1967 

Warren Hirst 30/03/1967 

Harold Colquhoun 28/08/1967 

Joy Ding 4/04/1968 

Roger Hughes 4/04/1968 

Bill Baker 16/05/1968 

Ralph Dutton 27/06/1968 

Trevor Clark 25/09/1969 

Malcolm Adamson 31/10/1970 

Ion Wallace 1/12/1970 

Dennis Linke 30/04/1971 

Craig Dreyer 30/06/1971 

Steve Reseigh 26/08/1971 

Barry Rowe 30/09/1971 

Geoff Munro 21/10/1971 

Mark Powell 24/02/1972 

Ross Lewis 30/03/1972 

Chris St John-Sweeting 31/08/1972 

Geoff Green 28/02/1973 

Bob Ruwoldt 31/05/1973 

Terry Wright 1/08/1973 

Helen Brauer 27/09/1973 

Con Brauer 30/09/1973 

 












































